Third District Federation of Republican Women's Club Report

Name of Club:  Northeast Johnson County Republican Women's Club

President's Name:  Gloria F. Ruttman

No. of Paid Members:   79

No. of Paid Associate Members:  12

No. of New Members Since January 2010:   15

Program Committee Report

January:  Patrick Feeney, President of the Dublin Group, a political fundraising and consulting firm, was the speaker.   He spoke on ways to run a successful campaign. 

February:  Jim Sullinger, a Kansas Statehouse Reporter for the Kansas City Star discussed the changes in media communications . He emphasized that it is the digital age of blogs and that the daily newspaper is losing its influence.  He believes that his world of journalism has changed.  He has personally observed these changes occur with the Kansas City Star.  It has been demoted to the local area and can no longer cover the statehouse.  He is finding it more and more difficult to have articles published in the paper regardless of his efforts.

March:  Stuart Little was the speaker.  He is a lobbyist for the Shawnee Mission School District.  Dr. Little addressed the future three – year financial plan for the district. The state of Kansas spends 52% of its budget on K-12 education.  However, the next school year's budget will be reduced by $10 million dollars. 

April:  The Northeast Johnson County Republican Women's Club held its annual Membership Brunch on  April 10th, 2010.  Forty four attended and two new members joined the club.  There were candidates present running for the 3rd District in the House of Representatives, and campaign managers representing candidates running for the senate in Congress and representing Sam Brownback for governor.  The Silent Auction was a huge success which totaled $446.00 dollars. Darla Jaye from KMBZ 980 radio station was the guest speaker.

May:  Jim Denning is the CEO of Discover Vision Centers.  He speaks internationally and has published numerous articles and book chapters on health care.  He gave a slide presentaion on “The Health Care Spending Bill.”  

June:  Doug Allen, Chief Information Officer for Pioneer Services will speak to “Keeping up With New Technology: Twitter and Facebook.

July:  A Panel discussion is planned for candidates running in the primaries.  

August:  Becky Johnson, KFRW President, will speak on the History and Future Plans for the NFRW.

September:  Ashlee McMillan who is a Kansas Republican Strategist will address ways to Get -Out – The-Vote and other means to have a successful 2010.

October:  Greg Smith will speak on the Kelsy Smith Foundation which provides education in safety awareness and victim's rights.  He conducts training sessions to various groups in the community on this topic.  His daughter is Kelsey Smith who was abducted from an Overland Park Department Store and murdered.   

November and December: programs pending 

Americanism

On June 14th,, the club's next meeting, two veterans from the American Legion Dwight Cowler Post will demonstrate the proper way to fold the American flag.  The NEJCRW Club will donate this flag to a needy school in Johnson County.  

Caring For America

The NEJCRW Club is committed to helping the SAFEHOME For Women and Children.  It will provide this home with paper goods, books, art supplies and personal items.  This year the Northeast Johnson County Republican Women's Club is scheduled to spend two hours one day a month to help sort clothes for their clothes closet.  Next Spring the club has committed to help with the SAFEHOME'S JUBILEE. 


Community Relations 

1. Support The Troops:  We will continue with the project of sending books, magazine, powered drinks and  toilet articles to the troops at Camp Bucca in Iraq.   Also, this year it is our goal to reach out to our Kansas soldiers serving abroad.  We are in the process of contacting local persons to get names and addresses of these soldiers and to determine their needs.

2. NFRW Literacy Month:  We are planning a book drive in September, in conjunction with the NFRW's  Fundraiser Calendar in which September is focused on Literacy.   At our next meeting our club will honor President Regan by having a short program on his famous quotes.  A special packet of these quotes will be available for all attending.  The NFRW Literacy Committee is in the process of designing a bookplate.  This committee sent eight bookplates and asked for us  to review and rate these plates.  No rating scale was given.  A rating scale was designed and the  bookplates rated based on this scale and forwarded  to NFRW.  This scale will be used by the NFRW Literacy Committee to make future decisions. 

3. Scholarship Established; A scholarship will be established for the Young Republican Club of Johnson County.  

Membership

Our goal is to increase membership.  Every member is given a brochure to carry with them and be ready to sign up a new member.  All persons who attend as a guest at the meeting receive a Thank You Note from the president.   The president also includes a brochure and membership form.  A drawing is held at every meeting with names of guests and a guest get to go home with a prize.  A team calls persons who have not renewed, follow up with a email and also a written note.  Members who bring in the most new members will receive recognition.

Fundraising

A silent auction was conducted which brought in $446.00 dollars and this will be repeated.  Also, items are for sale at every meeting that are of interest to the club members. A 50/50 raffle is conducted at the end of each meeting.   This has been successful.

Campaigning

The members of our club have donated many hours to campaigning for various candidates and to assist at the Johnson County Republican Headquarters as volunteers.  We are scheduled to support this office 

specifically for the week of July 18th to the 24th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday thru Friday.   We have several volunteers who have responsible tasks such as Finance Director, Media Director and Grassroots Coordinator.  Our club for the month of May has reported more than 1000 hours.

Communications Network

Agenda/Newsletter sent to all members every month via email, or hard copy.  All NEJCRW Club meetings posted on Facebook and also announced in Johnson County Republican Party Newsletter.  An announcement is also sent to two newspapers.

Submitted By:

Gloria F. Ruttman,

President 

Northeast Johnson County Republican Women's Club

June 5th, 2010

